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To His Loving Friends, the Pariſhioners 
of St. Mildred's Poultrey, and 
St. Mary Cole-Church. 


AVING i the following 
Sermon prevented my ſelf of what 
might otherwiſe be the fit Matter 
of ſuch an Epiſtle ; I bave no more to ſay, 
than to recommenad it to your ſerious Peruſal ; 
and to defre you to Accept of it as a T eſtt- 
mony of that unfeigned Love I bave for 
you, and ſhall be ready always to expreſs, 
in our common Saviour Feſus Chriſt ; to 
whoſe Grace I Commend you. IT am, 


Your Faithful and 


Aﬀettionate Servant 


Joun CuicueEesSTExR. 


H E B. XII. 20, 21. 


Now the God of peace that brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jeſus, that great ſhepherd of the 
ſheep, through the blood of. the everlaſting Cove= 
nant, make you perfett in every good work to do 
his will, working im you that which is well-pleaſmg 
in his fight, through Jeſus Chriſt , to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


£ EING upon the point of lea- 
ving this Station , in which I 
have continued for the ſpace of 
above Twenty three Years , 
= it neither became me, nor in» 

ML: deed was I willing to pals from. 
it ( where I have found fo great a Reſpect, 
and have had as great SatisfaCtion as any, I 
think, could have in that Condition ) ; Ilay, 
I was not willing to quir it, without a Solemn 
Farewell ; and which to me is little leſs Solemn, 
than if I were to. leave you and this World to- 
SN... 

And therefore I ſhall at this time ſo endea- 
Your to Speak, and I wiſh you may allo ſo atten- 
tively Hear, as if: it was my dying-Sermon, 
ws Ki and 
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and what I ſhould Preach, were it the laſt that 
ever I ſhould Preach, and this the laſt time that 
ever I ſhould Converſe with you. 

The Sum of what I ſhould ſay to you, or 
defire for your good, is contained in the Words 
I have read. Now the God of peace that brought 
avain from the dead our Lord Jeſus, the great Shep- 
herd, &c. 

In which Words we have ſet forth, 

[. The Stare which every Chriſtian is co aſpire 
after, and thar is, a Perfe&tion or Promptitude 
in every good work, 

H. The Means by which that PerfeCtion is to 

be acquired, and that is, by God's Afliſtance ; 
and therefore the Apoſtle begins with it ; Now 
the God of peace ---=- make you perfeft, 8c. 
HI. The Hopes or Aſſurance we have of Ac- 
ceptance , -and that it is well-pleafing in his 
ſight; and that is, through the blood of the ever- 
laſting covenant ; and of the Efficacy .of which 
there is ſufficient Teſtimony , when the God of 
peace brought again Jeſus our Lord from the dead. 

The main of whart I: have to ſay , will fall 
upon the Firlt of theſe, and thar is, The being 
perfe&# in every good work; which doth ſuppole 
that there is no-Good Work but what a Chri- 
ſtian-mult be praftiſedin. Cents: 
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be univerſal, and what is as large and extenſive 
as the Law it (elf. And as the Law which is 
ro govern us would not be a perfe&t Law, were 
ic iciees in any Points requiſite to be known, 
or in any Duties requiſite to be done : So nei- 
ther is a Chriſtian compleatly ſo, if he be de- 
ficient in any good Work which that Law re- 
uires. Such as a Perſon is in all Points to be, 
ſich is the Rule to be ; and ſuch as the Rule is, 
ſuch is he in all Points to be. He that is a Per- 
fe&t Man, is in every ſtare of Life alike ; watch- 
ful over himſelf, and skiltul in the government 
of himſelf; he is Temperate, Holy, and Hum- 
ble, Patient, Meek, and Contented : Chari- 
table in his Opinions and Characters of others; 
Juſt and Honeſt in his Dealings ; uſeful in So- 
ciety. And he is not only thus extenſive in re- 
ſpe& of the Duries he is to practice, bur co be 
expert in them; perfe#t in every good work ; and 
that being ſpurr'd on by a fervent Zeal for the 
Glory of God, and of doing good in the 
world, wiſely takes hold of ſuch opportunities 
for exerting it, as fall in his way.. 

And now if we would know what thoſe 
Good Works are which we are to be perfect in, 
and what the Occafions are which we have for 
fuch Good Works, and the Practice of them: a 
| I ſha 
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I ſhall conſider you of this Auditory, that I 
am more eſpecially to direct my ſelf to, under 
a _Threefold Capacity. 


I. As in a Publick Relation, and what is 
uſually called a Pariſh. 
Il. In a Domeſtical Relation, as in a 
more peculiar Relation, that of Families and 
| Houſholds. 
| HI. In a Perſonal Capacity , and what be- 


longs ro every one in particular. 


I. As in a Pariſh. 

This is in it ſelf a very uſetul Conſticution, 
and what, were it broken up, and all laid in 
| common without that diſtin&tion , we ſhould 
| ſoon find-the want of , in the Confuſion we 

ſhould be in. For as it is neceſſary that Man- 
kind ſhould be ranged into Kingdoms , and 
thoſe Kingdoms into Diſtricts and Counties, 
and thoſe Counties into Towns and Cities ; ſo 
It is very convenient, if not as neceſſary, thoſe 
Cities ſhould be ſubdivided, and broken into 
leſſer Proportions ; that the mutual Offices of 
Mankind one toward another, might bethe bet- 
ter executed. 
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And if ir be lo, 'there is a duty ariſing from 
each Member of char 'Sociery to another, and 
much'more to the whole; and which a Perſon 
can no more ſuppoſe himſelf diſcharged from, 
than he can be .a branch of a Family, and yer 
not be obliged ro-ſeek and promote the Welfare 
of it. For a Pariſh can no more ſubſilt, and 
anſwer the ends of ſuch a prudential and uſeful 
Confticution, than a Family can be ſupported, 
without cach- Member of that Society do ac- 
_— to his capacity contribute to the. good 
of jt. 

And in the firſt place, the Peace of ſuch a 
Society ought with the utmoſt diligence to be 
maintained ; and all Prejudices, - and Paſſions, 
and * private Intereſts ( the great Nurſeries of 
Faction ) ought to be laid aſide. - And no Per- 
fon, /how liflealing foever another may be to 
him in reſpect of his Temper, how prejudiced 
loever he may be againſt him in reſpe&t of 
any claſhings that have been berween them, how 
repugnant ſoever their ſecular Intereſts may. be, 
is to right himſelf upon the Society's diſtur- 
bance ; - is to behave himſelf upon all Paro- 
chial Meetings, and in all Parochial and Com- 
mon Intereſts, as if they were all of one Mind, 
and as embarked in the ſame deſign. ln ſuchca- 


B ſes 


- ſes no Maa is to act like a particular Perſon, 
bur ſtill ro confider the Relation he ſtands in to 
the Community ; to know neither Friend nor 
Brother on one hand, nor Enemy on the other, 
ſo as to do wrong to the whole, or to any par- 
ticular of itz but in the Apoſtle's Phraſe, to bear 
one anothers burdens, and fo. to fulfil the Law of 
Chriſt, that noble Law, That whatſoever ye would 
that any. ang do unto you, do ye alſo.to them. 
Bur there is a farther improvement of this 
Relation ; for a Pariſh is not only a Civil, but 
a Religious Society, inſtituted for the Service of 
the Church of God, and for-the maintenance of 


Religion ; and this Jays us under a ſtricter obli- 
gation. 

In this caſe, a Pariſh is but another Name for 
a Church ; and each Member of ſuch a Socic- 
ty ought to have a mutual care for each other, 
Our -Church doth __—_— it, where notorious 


Offenders are to be taken notice of, and proceed- 
ed again}, and debarred the Communion, upon 
good information of their ſcandalous Misbe- 
an? Ph , till chey have given fatisfa&tion (if 
-publick:) ro the Congregation. 

But how could this be, if there were not a 
Society ro whom this Offence is given, and a 
Neighbourhood that could (generally ſpeaking) 

-obſerve it ? | And 
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And _ as they are thus joined in 
Neighbourhood by fcituation, and in an Eccle- 
fiaſtical Sociery by a Parochial Union; ſorhere are 
ats of Religion and Worſhip, which as of ſuch 
Sociery they are to;join and Communicate in : 
And that under a general Character, is what we 
call Publick Worſhip, conſiſting in Prayers, Ex- 
hortations and Inſtructions, Palms, and Sacra- 
ments. And ſince theſe are the publick Teſti- 
monies of Communion, and what we are re- 
quired by the Divine Command to Communi- 
care in, how much are they to blame thac live 
in the neglect of rheſe or any of chele ? 

Of which there are Three forts. 

Some thar are of another Communion, that 
join not in what we call Parochial ; this is a 
Caſe I will not at the preſent intermeddle in far- 
ther, 'than to with as Sr. Par! in another caſe, 
I would to God, that they all were altogether ſuch 
as we are that do jo in this Parochial Commu- 
nion ; and that they would examine carefully, 
and lay aſide all Prejudices that ariſe not from 
the nature of the things ; /and that they would 
think that the Peace of the Church and the 
Union of Chriſtians, are as Necellary, as they 
are:Benefacial :and Beauntful ; and that in order 


hexeumo, chey would cothe asfar as they _ 
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If this were done, I am. pretty . confident, thar 

if there were not a Union in Worſhip conſe- 

quent « 29 it, yer that the Differences would 
$ 


row leſs, or at leaſt, that che Charity would 
& greater than the Difference is. 

A Second ſort are-thoſe, that are in Profeſſi- 
on Members of our Parochial Churches, but 
are in the largeſt ſenſe Non-Communicants ; 
that wholly, or _avarcs þ live in the neglect 
of ſuch Duties as are the Significations and 
Symbols of that Communion ;. that do: not 
frequent the Publick Worſhip, bur loyter away 
that time, which the Nature of our Religion, 
the Precepts of the Goſpel, and the Laws of the 
Land have made it our Duty to obſerve: That 
take it ill if they arenot accounted Church-men, 
and yer if you may judge of them. by their 
practice, are the remoteſt from that Charater. 
We call others by che Names of their Commus- 
nion, according to what they Profeſs, whether 
Papiſts or Proteſtants, whether Presbyrerians or 
% ragoerahy &c. Burt of what Church are 
they who. live in no Communion ?. That rarely 
or never appear in our Aſſemblies ; and whom 
ill Weather, or ſome Accident, or other, Obli- 
gms ſomerimes bring to theſe: places, and 
ov may-be atthe beſt repured but Occaſional 
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Next to thele are they that I may call Partial 
Communicants; that are of the Church as to 
one part, bur live in the plain negle& of ano- 
ther, no leſs neceſſary to be obſerved ; thoſe I 
mean that negle& what is called (from the 
Eminence of+ it) the Communion. As if it were 
in their Power what to do, and what to leave 
undone ; and though our Lord has ſaid, Do this 
in remembrance of Me, neglect it, as it were in 
Contempt of him. 

And now I am upon this Argument, I muſt 
mind you of another ſolemn Ordinance of our 
Religion, that if we reſpect the Ule and End of 
It, fouls firſt be Treated of, and that is, 
Baptiſm. An Ordinance indeed not neglected ; 
For who is there amongſt us that is not willin 
and forward to have his Children thereby Ma- 
triculated and admitted into the Church of 
God? Bur if we conſider how it is generally 
Celebrated in Private, in the corner of a Room, 
in the preſence of ſcarce ſo many as will enti- 
tle the Company to a Congigeon: it is far 
from being a Solemnity, or from being treated 
as a Divine Inſtitution ; far from anſwering the 
End of that Inſtitution : For what is the End of 
that, Ordinance, but to initiate the Perſon into 
the, Church of Chriſt, and to entitle him co the 
mah Privileges: 
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Privileges of it? And whete is that Society that 
he is admitted to? Is it not when Aſſembled 
after the moſt Solemn and Col] 1cuous manner 
for the Worſhip of God, and for the reftifying 
of their Communion in it? And where is the 
Profeſſion to be made before. ſuch admiſſion, 
where the Stipulation to be given, where the 
Promiſe to undertake the Duties of a Chriſtian, 
but where the Church is? And how can all this 
be done in Confuſion and Precipitance, with- 
out any timely notice or preparation, without 
ſuch an Aſſembly as the nature of the thing, as 
well as the Order of the Church, in conſequence 
of it, doth require ? The Ordinance is certainly 
Publick, Publick in the Nature and End of it; 
and ſuch ought the Celebration of it to be: 
And the neglect of ſuch a Celebration is the 
teſs excuſable, becaule it is ſo eafily remedied. 
But I come not here ſo much to Reprove as 
to Exhort; and do no farther tax the negle&t of 
fuch, than as it tay ſerve to awaken them thar 
art puilry of it, to ſenſe of their Duty. O what 
an Honour would ic be to Almighty God! 
what a Service to our Religion! what a Means 
to ſweereh our T'empers, andio treat each other 
wich Fairheſs ahd Simplicity, 1f 'as we are Men 
made of one blood, as we are Chriſtians and Re- 
| deemed 


*» <—— 


Stn i 


Se. Mildred's Paulerey. 


21 


—”———— ——<—o=— 


deemed by the Blood of one Comman Saviour, 
fo we could all come:to join in the ſame Wor- 
ſhip. What a glorious fight would it be when 
we come into the other World, to find all of 
one Mind, no grudgings, no animaſities, no 
Sides nor Parties, no private or perſonal Inte- 
reſts, no ſupplanting or undermining, bur that 
all as much agree, as if they were but one! That 
is a Church Triumphant indeed, mithout ſpat or 
wrinkle, or any ſuch thing | 

And is not the Church here a part of that 
Bleſſed Sociery, a Nurſery to train us up to it, 
and ſuppoſed to be endued with the ſame Di- 
vine Qualities, in a lower degree and propor- 
tion:? And how little reſemblance is there be- 
eween Church and Church, if we Divide as if 
we are under different Heads, and had different 
Creeds, and were in no expeRtation of havin 
a'Portion in the Bleſſed State above ? Whilſt, I 
ſay, we Wrangle, and Divide, and Cenſure, 
and Revile, a. treat each other like the Wild 


Beaſts of Africa, rather than Men, Chriſtians, 
and Brethreh. Theſe are things -to be com- 
me of whereever they are; bur, Beloved, 7 

pe, and I may ſay of ſome, I know better 


things of you, and things that accompany ſalva- 
| Let 
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Let it therefore be a Teſtimony of the Concern- 
-ment you have for our Religion,. and of your 
Zeal for the Glory of God; nay, let it. be a 
Teſtimony of the hope you have of Salvation 
in the World to come; thar you promote 
what you can the Peace and*Union: of the 
Church and Place to which you do belong; that 
you be Frequenters of the Publick Worthip of 
God, attentive Hearers of the Word, Honour- 
ers of your Paſtor that is to- Inſtru&t yon, De- 
vout Partakers of the Holy Ordinances, elpe- 
cially of the Lord's Supper, and the Publick 
Prayers, to which the Scripture hath annexed 
ſpecial Promiſes and Bleſſings. - 

And for what end is all this required? To 
what purpoſe was it that the Saints of Old, and 
the Primitive Chriſtians, choſe to Die, and 
tro expoſe themſelves to ſuch Deaths, as came 
armed with the moſt formidable Terrors, ra- 
ther than not join in the Publick Communion; 
but that this was in effe&t to Renounce their Re- 
tigion'? And ſhall not we be as careful to do 
our part when its ſo eafily and ſafely perform- 
ed, andby our Attendance on the Divine Offices 
maintain the Credit of Religion againſt Gain- 
layers, and teſtify as much as we can, That this is 
our Religion, and what we believe to be the 
True ? Go 


Sr. Mildred's Poultrey. 


13 


Go tothe ant, thou ſluggard, laith Solomon; and 
we may be ſent to the Mahometans and to the 
Heathens, and to thoſe of a Falſe Religion, and 
the Diſguiſers and Corrupters of heT rue (1 
mean Þe Zealots of the Church of Rome ), 
to thoſe of other Parties, to learn how to Ho- 
nour our Religion, and to bear Teſtimony to 
the Truth of it. 

What a Reproach is it to. ſee the Fields full 
and crowded, and the Churches too ofren 
ſcandalouſly thin on the Lord's day ? 

To ſee on other days what a valt Concourſe 
there is on the place of Commerce, what 
Crowds pals SS the Church-doors, and how 
few are, in our Saviour's Phraſe, able and wil- 
ling to enter, How full are our Houſes of Youth 
and Servants, and of others thar have in ſome 
hours of the day little to do? And how often 
the moſt Buſy have time to ſpare, and ſtand ar 
the ſame time Idle and Unemploy'd , when 
there is Publick Notice given that the time of 
Divine Service is then come ? 

If we were but prudent husbanders of our 
Time and Buſineſs, How eaſily might the Pub- 
lick Service of every day, be made, for the 
moſt part, conſiſtent with the common Aﬀairs 


of our Profeſſions ? And I will appeal to any 
C that 
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that have conſidered and tried ir, whether this 
is not generally PraCticablez and I will appeal 
ro hob that think ic Unpracticable , whether 
they have as carefully computed this, as they 
have caſt up their Books, or thought aforchand 
afrer what manner to diſpole of their time up- 
on any day to the Advantage of their own 
Afﬀeairs. 

I would make all allowances that I can, 
and paſs the moſt favourable Conſtructions up- 
on : urgency of Aﬀairs; and in the conclu- 
fion muſt leave it ro every Man's Conſcience 
(as the beſt Director) to anſwer for them= 
{elves. 

This I am ſure of, and what all muſt allow, 
that if there was a joint concurrence in the 
Divine Worſhip, that all Perſons were of one 
Mind, and with one Mouth Celebrated the Di- 
vine Prailes, that the Publick Worſhip were Uni- 
verfally frequented ; it would be to the Honour 
of our Religion and Church, and conſequently to 
the Honour of God. And if I may ſpeak my 
own Opinion, from the beſt Obſervation I am 
able ro make, It every one did what they could, 
. if each Perſon would well and impartially 
weigh his own Caſe; and thoſe that are Go- 
vernors of others, and have Families, would 

| conſider 
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conſider how to proportion and adjuſt their 
time to their Buſineſs; and lay aſide what 
time they could well and convenientl 
ſpare, the Houſe and Service of God would 
never be without a laudable Congregation. 1 
deſire no more in this caſe, than I did before 
of others that Diſſent from us, That Perſons 
would do what they can.” No Man knows 
what he can do till he tries; cill which every 
Difficulty ſeems impoſlible, and every little In- 
convenience a Difficulty, and every Appearance 
{hall be an Inconvenience. 

God requires not according to what we have not, 
but according to what we have ; and has lo wilel 
ordered things, that our Worldly Buſinels and 
his Service may be. conſiſtent; and we find no 
inconvenience to our ſelves, that out of Seven 
Days he has reſerved one to himlfelt. 

If this were left at large, and we had no ſuch 
p_—_ of time ſet apart by Divine Inſtitution, 

ut were to do ir of our ſelves, or were requi- 
red by Superiors, we ſhould be apr, I doubt 
not, to complain, that it was impoſſible for us 
to ſpare Fifry two days in a Year tor ſuch a Ser- 
vice, conſidering the mulriplicity of our Afeairs, 
and the preſſing Neceſſitics we were under z we 
ſhould (1 ſay) be apt to complain very heavily of 
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ſuch a reſtriction. And yer notwithſtanding what 
this would ſeem to be if we had not tried, we 
find it very Practicable ; and thoſe thardo Con- 
ſcientiouſly Obſerve ir, and reft from all world- 
ly Buſineſs on that. Day, do as well diſpatch 
their Aﬀairs, and are as Peek as thoſe thar 
do apply as much of it as they can or dare to 
their own peculiar *Service. And I am confi- 
dent, that fo it would be here, if we did but 
try, and endeavoured to order our Afﬀairs, and 
husband our Time to the beſt Advantage. 
We ſhould then, for the moſt part, ' find thar 
we have ſpare People in our Families, that may 
have leifure given them, or which thoſe that 
are in their own power may take, for the Ser= 

ving of God. 
Who could think but that in theſe Two Pa- 
riſhes, in which there are ( if I miſtake not ) 
about Seven hundred Communicants , there 
ſhould be ſo many found as ſhould make up a 
Congregation every day ; and when among the 
Hundred. and Thirty Houſes, of which theſc 
Uniced Pariſhes conſiſt , there are not much 
above Twearty of them char, of all Perſuaſions, 
do Diflent from us? Whoever conſiders this, 
-cannot well conceive,that all arcalike employed, 
and have the ſame pretence to. excule fuck an 
Omidlion, 
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Omiſſion, as tends in the conſequence of it fo 
much to ſhew our want of Zeal and Concern- 
ment for the Religion we Profels. 

The Reformation of this depends upon Ma- 
nagement and Conſideration. And it upon 
this they find it unpracticable, I dare be their 
Compurgator, and plead their Excuſe, But 
that I am in ſome mealure-ſecured there will be 
no occaſion for. 

Thus far I have Conſidered the Firſt Gene- 
ral ; as you are in a Society, and of a Parochial 
Communion. 

IT. I am to Conſider you under a Domeſtical 
Relation, that of Houſholds or Families. 


We Read in the Epiſtles, of a Church in the Rom. 16: 


Houſe of Aquila at Corinth ; which was when there 7. .c; 


was no Place in that City for Publick Commus- 's: 
nion, or when it was not permitted in che times 
of Perſecution. But however, every Chriſtian- 
Family may maintain that Character, where 
the Maſter is a Prieſt, as it were, and Prefides 
over it: And as there is a Publick Service for 
the Publick Congregation, ſo 1s there a Private 
due from the Private, in which he, or ſome. 
other fir Perſon Deputed by him, is to Officiare.. 

And the firſt Dury that offers it ſelf ro our 
Conſideration, is that. of Domeſtical, or -g 
mily=- 
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mily-Prayer, with. which the day ſhould begin 
and end; being a juſt Tribute we owe to 
Almighty God for our daily Preſervation, and 
for all the Advantages we receive from the In- 
ſpection and Bounty of his Good Providence. 
Without which we do no more than the Beaſts, 
who Receive, but have no Knowledge of their 
Benefactor ; nay, our condition ſzems to be 
worle than theirs, who- have ſuch Faculties and 
Powers as they have not, and are made for So- 
ciety, and reap the Pleaſure and the Benefit of 
it. And how unſeemly is it for us that are un- 
der one Roof, thus embodied into little Socic- 
ties, that are converſant all the day in Buſineſs 
relating to the good of the Family, and take no 
notice of Almighty God, the common Guardian 
and Patron ? | 

How would it look, and how would the 
Maſter of the Family reſent it, if his Children, 
or his Servants, ſhould take no notice of him 
rime after rime, but where-ever they meet him, 
pay him no Reſpe&t, nor Obey his Orders, 
chough he Provides for them, is Kind to them, 
and continually Obliging them by his Favour 
and his Care ? : 

And what an Indignity is it then in the Maſter 
of the Houfſhold, and all under his Roof, to 

Live 
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Live upon the Bounty of Heaven, to be Pre- 
ſerved in their going out and coming in, their 
[ying down and rifing up ; tobe Succeſsful in che 
beginning and end of their Aﬀairs, through his 
Bleſſing, andyer to live as if they had no need 
of, or were not beholding to ſuch a Power ? 

And eſpecially are thef: of our Communion 
the leſs Excuſable, if there be any (as I douber 
there are too many ) that are guilty of this 
. neglect. 

For theſe are fatisfhed in the Lawtulneſs and 
Expedience of Uling a Form ( which lome of 
other Communions Scruple ) and which they 
may readily be furniſhed with, out of the nu- 
merous Books of Devotion that are extant. If 
it were otherwiſe, that they thought a Form of 
Prayer Unlawful, they might, perhaps, plead 
a Diſability as to themſelves, a want of Elocu- 
tion, a want of Words, or Thoughts, or Aflu- 
rance. And if it really were ſo, thatthere were 
a Diſabiliry or Incapacity in the Perſon ; and 
that a Form were in it ſelf Unlawful, or that 
they did in their Conſcience conceive it lo to. be; 
then the plain Conſequence would be, That there 
could be no ſuch Family-Prayer pertormed by 
him, and that Order of Devotion muſt un- 
avoidably fall, as far as the Mater is concerned 
__ Bur 
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But whenas the contrary to this is true, and 
own'd ſo to be; then there is no excuſe to be 
pleaded: For if he cannot Pray without a Form, 
yet there are Forms for him every where to be 
had. 

The next Duty incumbent upon the Guides 
and Governors of Families, is a due regard had 
ro the Behaviour of thoſe under their Care, and 
an Inſtruction of the Younger ſort eſpecially 
in the neceſſary Principles of Religion and . 
Virtue. 

It is a great Advantage a Maſter of a Fami- 
ly herein has, and that beyond the Miniſter ; 
Ge he is near to them, Converles with them 
every day, can obſerve their Humours, Incli- 
nations and Demeanor, and {v can apply him- 
ſelf in a peculiar manner to them ; and if he 
prudently manages theſe occaſions, he may do 
It to great advantage. 

And eſpecially is this evident in Catechiſing 
and Inſtructing them ; or if that be roo much, 
that he ſend them to be Catechiſed, or to hear the 
Catechetical Expoſitions of his Paſtor : This is 
no toyl, takes up none of his own time ; and 
perhaps may be moreto their Benehr. 

This negle&, I muſt confeſs, is what Reli- 
gion and the Publick ſuffer much by ; as daily 

Expe- 


' Se. Mildred's Poultiey. 


Experience ſhews. Ic is from the want of ſow- 
ing the early Seeds of Picty, that the Enemy 
takes the opportuniry of ſowing his Tares z not 
only of Falſe Principles, buc of Evil Inclinations, 
and of improving them to their final undoing. 

Here the Miſcmiet generally begins, from 
whence all Diſorders in Families and Societies 
do proceed : And therefore, though the Perſons 
themſelves are guilty thar fall into thele evil Cir- 
cumſtances, and ſhall without Repentance ſuf- 
ter deeply for it another day ; yer they to whom 
the care of their Education did belong, are al- 
ſo accountable for it. For the Governors of 
Families are not to repute themlelves to be ſin- 
gle Perſons ( as I have before ſaid in another 
Caſe) and at liberty tro do what they pleale, 
and to uſe their Authority only for the ſervice of 
their own Humour or Intereſt ; bur are to re- 
member that they ſerve a Maſter, as well as 
others are to ſerve them, the Lord of both Ma- 
ſter and Servant, the common Pareat ot Man- - 
kind, and thercfore have a part to. diſcharge, 
and are anſwerable for. 

And he that ſhall chink he has done all when 
he provides Food and Cloathing, or Worldly 
Neceſlaries and Conveniences tor them, and 
looks upon himſelf as concerned no farther, 
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urs his Children and Servants into the condition 
of his Beaſts, which have alike Treatment from 
him, according to their condition. No! They 
have Souls as well as he himleif, and his buſineſs 
is ro ſee thoſe as duly cared for, according to 
his Power, and Capacity, and the Opportuni- 
ties he has for it. 

If this were dene, that every Family 
were thus 2a Church, and the Service of God 
ſer up, and a care taken for the Education of 
Youth, andthe bringing them up i the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord; What an alteration 
ſhould we ſee in the face of things ? What a 
bleſſed change in the World 2 How much 
Quiet and Comfort within doors, and how 
much Order without 2 "The Church and the 
Nation would reap the bleſſed Fruits and Ad- 
vantages of it, and the Ages to come would 
riſe up and call that Blefled in which this Retor- 
mation did begin. 

But on the other ſ1de, there is a Duty allo 
belonging to the Inferiors ; which they ſhould 
be as careful ro Diſcharge ; I mean Children 
and Servants, that they be Submiſhve in their 
Behaviour , Tractable and Obedient, Honeſt 
and Faithful in the diſcharge of their Truſt ; 
as knowing, that though ach may eſcape the in- 
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diſcerning Eye of their Maſter, who cannot ob- 
ſerve and a&t all by himſelf ( for then what need 
would chere be of Servants and Subordinate Oftt= 
cers ), nor penetrate into their private and clan- 
deſtine deligns; yet thatthereis a greater Malter, 
ro whom, though inviſible to us, nothing is in- 
viſible : Let them remember (as the Apoſtle 
faith) they ſerve the Lord Chriſt; and therefore be 
as Diligenc and Juſt in the Afairs commited to 
their Truſt, Care and Management, as if our 
Lord and Saviour himlelf were viſibly preſent, 
and would alfo be asfure to diſcover them to their 
Superiors, as he is ro know and oblerve them. 

This leads us to the 

IlId. Diviton, and that is, | 

The State of Particular Perſons, and the Duty 
which every one is obliged to, as ro Himlelt, 
his Profeſſion, and Station. 

Here indeed we are naturally to begin; for if 
we leam to govern our ſelves, we ſhall the ber- 
ter learn how to exerciſeall the pars of a Chri- 
ſtian, as to ocher Relations. If any man, lai:h the 
Apoſtle, offend nt in word, has the power 01 er 
his own will and pations, the ſame 1s a per/ect 
man, and able alſo ro bridle the whole boy, w'tee 
ther it be che Political or Occonomical. Bur 
this is the hardeit cazk, for a man may ſooner 
| D 2 Govern 
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| Govern others than himſelf; norwithſtanding 


all the advantages he has for it, and is, orſhould 
be, beſt known to himſelf. And it the Founda- 
tion be not laid here in the renovation of a man's 
Temper, in the mortification of his luſts, and 
the command of his paſſions, it muſt needs 
ſlacken and cool his endeavours towards the re- 
formation of any diſorders that he is obliged, or 
is in his power, to re&tify. . He therefore that 
will be a good Pariſhioner, a good Maſter, a 
good Servant, and to ſay all, a good Chriſtian, 
muſt begin wich himſelf; and if he be thus con- 
verted, he will be able to ſtrengthen his brethren. 
This willthen prompt him forward tolay himſelf 
out for the good of others, where-ever he is, and 
according to his Capacity and the opportunity 
he has for it. He will then befic for Sociery, who 
is neither apt to Provoke, nor to be Provoked 
by others; S behaves himſelf witha ſeemly and 
a regular Temper. He will then be Juft in his 
Dealings, True tohis Word, and be as cautious of 
doing any Wrong, as any can be of \uffering It, 
He will then live in the fear of God, and not 
dare to do any thing wiltully, that may offend 
the Divine Majeſty, how great ſoever the Tem- 
ptation be; nor negle&t any Duty that the 
Divine Precept has made necellary, how incon- 
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venient ſoever it may be to him. For ſuch a 
one mult be conceived to depend upon God in 
all his Aﬀairs, tro commit himlelt by daily and 
conſtant Prayer to the Guidance of his Provi- 
dence, to ſet him before his Eyes, as th®Specta- 
ror at preſent in this World, and that will be 
the Rewarder of him in another. 

This is the Character I would above all re- 
commend to you, and which I am certain, if you 
come up to, as it will be the belt fruic of my 
Miniſtry, and of the many Years I have ſpent 
in your Service, fo it will be as much to your 
everlaſting advantage ; when both Miniſter | 
and People will rejoyce together in that happy i 
and glorious Society we come in'o this World to 
prepare our ſelves for. "There is no bertcer ſight 
nor happinels in this World, than to ce Bre- 
thren to dwell together in Unity ; and to find 
ſuch a Correſ»vondence and Concordance in a 
Nation, City, Pariſh, or Chriſtian Society, thar 
there be no 10 breaking in, nor going out; no realon Pal. 144. 
for complaint in our Neighbourhood ; but that '# 
by a holy emulation, each of you ray ſtrive 
to outdo one anocher in the mutual ofhces of 
Charity and Kindneſs, and to be Exemplary to 
others, or to follow the good example of others 
1 all chings hecoming a Chriſtian, and as thoſe 
| | OS þ that 
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that look for that b leſſed hope, and glorious appearing 
of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
Here we are, indeed, a {mali Congregation 
Aſſembled together "Th the Worſhip of God ; 
and to take a folemn Farewel, as Miniſter and 
People, after we have lived lo long together in 
Al Parochial Communion and Fellowſh:p. Bur 
what is this Aſſembly to the whole National 
Church of this Iſland (though for Convenience 
it is divided into more than Ten thouſand 
leſler Congregations) ? Whar our litcle Whole, 
comparatively to the Catholick Church now exi- 
ſtent, and diſperſed far and wide upon the face 
of the Earth ? And what is all this to the general 
Aſſembly of all the Faithful Servants of God 
throughout all Ages that ſhall be convened ro» 
gether , when our Lord ſhall come to be glorified in 
his ſaints, and to be admired in all them that be- 
lieve : This we are always to bear in mind. Here 
one Generation comes, and another goeth; but 
then we that are now "Srided into ſeveral Pla- 
ces and Ages, ſhall at once ſtand before the Son 


of Man; For we muſt all appear before the judg- 


ment ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hath 

done, whether it be good or bad. 
Then , and [ tremble to ſpeak it, I mult ap- 
pear 
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pear as your Guide and Inſtructor to give an ac- 
count of my Stewardſhip, and of the Flock 
committed ro my Care ; and you mult appear 
as Diſciples, to be accountable for what you 
have Heard and has been Taught. 

As for my own part, I am conſcious of my 
own manifold Infirmities, and of the Omiſſions 
known and unknown that I have been guilty of 
throughout the Exerciſe of my Miniſtry among 
you ; muſt beg Pardon of God and you : Of 
you, that you will exerciſe your Charity in co- 
vering thoſe Faults you may have obſerved; for 
though I can ſay with the Apoſtle , Thave cove-= ag ... 
ted no man's ſilver or gold; yetI am far from pre- 3 
tending to the other part of his Character. 

As to Almighty God, the words of the P/al- 
miſt become me to uſe, If thou, Lord, ſhouldeſt Put. r6. 
mark iniquities, O Lord, who ſhall ſtand ? but there ® P 
is forgiveneſs with thee, that thou may ſt be ſeared, 
Itis that which I beg for my ſelf and you. And, 
O that the conſideration of this might awaken us 
allto a due ſenſe of our condition | tha: we 
may fo live and behave our ſelves in this preſenc 
ſtare of trial, as thar afcer a ſhorr life ſpenc here, 
we may enter into, and be partakers of the joy 
of the Lord. 

And for which we have great advantages and 
Cil-- 
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encouragements, which are are no > leſs el than the "7 
Divine Aſſiſtance, which God has Promiſed to + 
beſtow upon us, if we ſincerely deſire it; and 
Acceptance chrough the Blood of Jelus our 
alone Redeemer and Mediator. 

And that this may bethe Iflue of all, and that 
you and I may meet together, and by ever re» 
joice in the Society of Juſt Men made Perte&, 
{hall be my, and I hope will be your,. conſtant 
Prayer, according to the Advice of our Apoltle ; 
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Now the God of ef that brought agam from 
the dead our Lord } Teſt us, that great _—_ 


of the ſheep, through the blood dof evers 
laſting Covenant, make you perfett in every good 
work todo his will; working in you that which is 
well-pleaſing in Th ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
to whom be glory for ever- 4nd ever. Amen. 
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